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Plant Patch Project – Grades K-2 

 

What do you get if you have sunlight, heat and water? The perfect 

environment to grow most plants! Plants use these “ingredients” to 

make their own food. Flowers, trees, fruits, nuts, seeds, cacti, ferns—

plants come in all shapes, sizes and colors, and grow nearly every place on earth. 

But what else do plants do? A Patch Project on plants is a fun way to learn how plants eat, 

clean our air, provide homes and food for animals, prevent erosion, and more! 

 

Plant Study 

Follow these steps to complete a Patch Project: 

1) Decide what plant-related project you’d like to do (topics could include fruits, seeds, 

nuts, flowers, trees, cacti, types of forests) 

2) Identify the purpose of your project (“My purpose is to learn more about…”) 

3) Write down materials you used to learn more about your plant topic (“I went to the …..” 

or “I used the internet to research…”) 

4) Gather or take photos or make drawings to provide information about your plant 

5) Present data about your project using a chart or graph, list facts, or statistics  

6) Summarize your project, show how the plant impacts/is threatened by its environment, 

or illustrate what viewers should learn from this project 

7) Make a project display and related diorama to present at the Patch Project Days and 

Patch Science Fair 

8) Practice telling an audience about your project and what you learned! 

 

Plant Project Ideas 

Here are some ideas to get you thinking about the variety of plant projects that can be done. 

However, please make an effort to think of a unique project. You are also encouraged to 

work with your child to identify a project that interests them! 

 How are cacti adapted to live in the desert? 

 Show how various plants have different types of seeds 

 What are the parts of plants and what job does each part have? 

 Do a taste-test of a variety of fruits and compare/contrast their smell, taste and texture 

 Design a garden and show a spot for several different types of vegetables 

 How do carnivorous plants digest insects? 

 Will talking to a plant really help it grow? 
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More plant project ideas… 

 

 Show how photosynthesis works 

 Make rubbings of the bark of different types of trees and compare/contrast them 

 Pick an outdoor area, clean it up or plant flowers; take photos to show the before/after 

 Set up an aquarium with plants and fish and learn how plants benefit the fish 

 Report on different types of forests throughout the world and what plants grow in each 

 Compare and contrast fungi and plants 

 How and why do leaves change color in the fall? 

 

 

Example Project Plan for a Simple Plant Project – Adopt a Tree 

1) Select a tree in your neighborhood or yard that you’d like to learn more about 

2) Show through pictures and charts some information you found through research using: 

a. Internet 

b. Books or magazines 

c. Nature center, botanical garden, plant store 

3) Study your tree and record important information 

a. What living things in nature are attracted to your tree (birds? people? insects?) and 

record your observations over time 

b. Make a leaf print or a detailed drawing of the leaves or needles 

c. Make a rubbing of your tree’s bark 

4) List important tree vocabulary words and their definitions 

5) Research and write responses to the following questions 

a. What can you do to keep your tree healthy? 

b. How do humans use trees? 

c. Are trees important to our planet? Why? 

6) Draw your tree and label all the parts on your drawing 

 

 

Web Sites for Additional Plant Project Ideas and Information 

 www.sierraclub.org 

 https://us.fsc.org/ 

 http://www.natureserve.org/ 

 www.arborday.org 

 http://www.thewildclassroom.com/biodiversity/floweringplants/ 

 http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/plants.html 

 http://urbanext.illinois.edu/gpe/index.cfm 

 http://www.lifestudiesonline.com/plants.htm 


